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Baptism for  

Kara Elizabeth 

Pruehs 
 

Kara Elizabeth Pruehs was 
baptized on Sunday, June 
27, 2010.  Kara is the  

daughter of Heather (Knappe) 
& Eric Pruehs and sister of Anna and Ella. 

 

58 years of  

Marriage! 

 

Congratulations and best wishes to Glen 
and Jan Vanlaningham!  They celebrated 
their 58th wedding anniversary on June 
15th! 

 

Reflections from Pastor Cathy …  

SANDPOINTER 
July 7, 2010 

Sand Point Community  
United Methodist Church 

4710 NE  70th St., Seattle, WA  98115-6148 
206-523-3040     www.sandpointumc.org 

Cathlynn Law, Pastor 

Summer Office Hours 

June 1st through August 31, summer office hours are:  Monday 
through Friday —  8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 

Next SANDPOINTER deadline:  Monday, August 2 
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 In the Old Testament we are introduced to the Holy of Holies, 
the inner sanctuary of the Tabernacle and later the Temple in Je-
rusalem where the Ark of the Covenant (containing the Ten Com-
mandments) was kept during the first Temple.  Jews understood 
the Holy of Holies to be the place where God lived, where God’s 
presence was made known to God’s people.  It could only be en-
tered once a year on Yom Kippur, and only by the High Priest.   
 Within Christianity, churches have capitalized on this sense of 
holiness by creating a “Chancel” area, the location around the al-
tar, where the sacraments of baptism & communion are blessed, 
the word is preached, where prayer is lifted to God, and where the 
songs of the choir glorify God.   
 The past two Sundays in worship, I have been incredibly moved 
as toddlers instinctively made their way to the chancel, our own 
holy of holies.  During the baptism of Kara Pruehs two Sundays 
ago, her little cousin wanted to be where the action was - literally 
where something holy was happening.  This past Sunday, two-
year old Emily confidently walked up the chancel steps and sat 
down, right in the middle of the sermon!  What does a pastor do, 
except remember two verses from scripture:  Matthew 19, “Let 
the children come to me,” and Isaiah 11:6, “a little child shall 
lead them.”  And so, both times, I invited the little ones to  come 
and stay awhile in the Chancel. 
 Somehow, very young children intuitively want to be close to 
the holy of holies, and the beautiful, teaching moment is that they 
will do so without reservation.  We, too, long to be close to the 
heart of God, close to where holy action is happening - and 
church is not the only place where God’s presence abides.  But 
somewhere, between our toddler days and becoming adults, we 
lost that child-like sense of wonder, and turned into proper, re-
served adults.   
 The invitation here is two-fold.  First, let us continue to create 
space for the children to experience the “Holy” in our worship 
environment.  Let us allow the children to lead us to an outbreak-
ing of the holy in our midst.  And second, let us create a space for 
ourselves to experience the holy with child-like wonder.  Figura-
tively, we may be like Zaccheus, who climbed a tree to see what 

continued on page 3 
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Calendar of Events 

 
Friday (July 9)   
 AA—6:00 p.m., Fireside Room 
Saturday (July 10) 

 Schwager memorial service—3:00 p.m., Sand Point sanc. 
 Alanon—7:30 p.m., Fireside Room  

Sunday (July 11 ) 
 Worship—10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 
 Fellowship Hour—after worship, Perry Hall 
Tuesday (July 13) 
 AA—7:30 p.m., Lehmann Hall (aka boys & Girls Club)  
 Alanon—7:30 p.m., Choir Room 
Friday  (July 16) 
 Movie Night—6:30 p.m., Perry Hall 
 AA—6:00 to 8:00 p.m., Fireside Room 
Saturday  (July 17) 
 Alanon—7:30 p.m., Fireside Room 
Sunday  (July 18) 
 Worship—10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 
 Fellowship Hour—after worship, Perry Hall 
 Adult Learning Comm.—following worship service 
Monday –Friday  (July 19-23) 
 Vacation Bible School—9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
Tuesday (July 20) 
 AA—7:30 p.m., Lehmann Hall (aka Boys & Girls Club) 
 Alanon—7:30 p.m., Choir Room 
Friday  (July 23) 
 AA—6:00 to 8:00 p.m., Fireside Room 
Saturday  (July 24) 
 Alanon—7:30 p.m., Fireside Room 
Sunday  (July 25) 
 Worship—10:00 a.m.  (Vacation Bible Camp Sunday) 
 Fellowship Hour—immediately following worship service 
Monday  (Aug. 2) 
 SANDPOINTER (newsletter) deadline—12:00 noon 
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Note:  Pastor Cathy will be leading a women’s retreat for Gar-
den St. UMC in Bellingham, August 13-14th.  All women from 
Sand Point are invited to join.  For more info, talk to Pastor 
Cathy. 

Security Alert! 

We want to keep the building safe for all who use 
it.  A friendly reminder:  if you open doors or 
windows in the church building, please be sure to 
close and latch them before leaving.  If you un-
lock the doors, please make sure the doors are 
latched and locked when you leave.  Thank you. 

 

 

Second Annual Solar Cookout! 

(Sponsored by NE Seattle Neighbors’ Sustainability Network) 
July 15, 2010—5:30 to 9:00 p.m. 

Lot across from Wedgwood Presbyterian Church 
We will gather with our various alternative energy cooking devic-
es:  homemade solar cookers, manufactured solar ovens, char 
stoves, etc. and cook various dishes to then have a meal together.  
(Cooking starts at noon; someone will be “stove-sitting”.) If inter-
ested in participating, additional information is available at:  
http://sustainableneseattle.ning.com/events . 

 

Finance Notes 

(as of June 30, 2010) 
Pledge Income: 
 Annual Budget 210,000.00 
 Received to date 103,254.61 
 Remaining balance  106,745.39 
 

Contribution Income: 
 Annual Budget 23,500.00 
 Received to Date 10,416.00 
 Remaining Balance  13,084.00 
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Reflections continued é Jesus was doing, or take Matthew 18:3 
to heart, “Unless you become like children, you will not enter the 
Kingdom of God”.   Let us give thanks for the children in our 
midst and be open to the surprising ways they lead us to encoun-
ter the Holy. 
 

 

Mission Project … 

Dwight, Katie, Joshua, Maggie & William McGrew 
left on June 28th for a trip to Nicaragua.  Their com-
mitment is for 6 months to 1 year.  Working with For-
ward Edge, the McGrew family will be involved in a 
project to educate people (who glean items from the 
dump for a living) and putting a project together to 

help the community become self-sustaining.  (Dwight is the son 
of Dan McGrew.) 
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Notes from Nate …. 

 
Quote of the week:  Olivia Mullin and Nate 
practicing for a VBS skit centered on Abram 
responding to God’s call and becoming 
Abraham:  “Oliviaham. Nice!”  “Thanks 
Nateham.”  

 

Vacation Bible Camp:  All students and friends are 

invited to this year’s Vacation Bible Camp: Baobab Blast (July 19
-23, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon). Registration forms may be down-
loaded from the web (www.sandpointumc.org) or picked up from 
the church office. 
 

VBC Donations requested:  The biggest need we have is for 
your time! We will have three work parties the week before to 
decorate and put all the materials together. The dates are July 14 
& 15, anytime between 3:00 & 8:00 p.m. (food provided). The 
third work party will be Saturday July 17 from 9 a.m. to12 noon. 
 
If you can't spare the time to be here that week or decorate then 
we could use your help in finding/gathering the following: Power 
Wheels Jeep, Bongo drums, long grass skirts, indoor water foun-
tain/fall, clay/ heavy small pots, colored Beads, egg cartons, 
twine, VERY small rocks (gravel or pebbles), wood stain, plastic 
gloves. 
 

Zoo Trip:  After a great time at VBC, we are going to head 

out and visit real live African Safari ani-
mals at the Woodland Park Zoo on August 
5th. Talk to Nate for more details and to 
sign up. 
 

Family Retreat:  We are headed 

back to Camp Indianola on August 27-29.  
This weekend beach get away is a great chance to grow in your 
faith and relax before the start of the school year. All are invit-
ed ... family, friends and relatives. See Nate to sign up soon as 
space is limited. 
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Melodies of Compassion for July 

 
Melodies of Compassion for July will be 
donated to Seattle Milk Fund, a non-profit 
organization that provides temporary 
emergency assistance, educational aid and 
child care grants in the Seattle area.  It was  
founded in 1907 as the 'Fruit and Flower  
Mission' with the purpose of contributing to 
the health program of  Seattle.  SMF has 280 volunteer members 
who serve on a variety of fundraising, governance and service 
committees.  They gather each month in groups (“circles”) to cel-
ebrate their friendship and contribute their time and resources to 
building a better community.  
 
The organization’s services may have changed over the years, but 
the spirit of the founding women remains.  In 1965, SMF began 
offering tuition assistance to families in the greater Seattle area so 
they could return to school, with the addition of the Seattle Milk 
Fund's Grant Program. 
 
The goal of SMF is to increase the economic stability of families 
and community by breaking the cycle of minimum wage / low 
paying jobs.  This program is designed to meet the needs of both 
parents and children.  As parents attend school full time at an ac-
credited, neighborhood educational institution, their children at-
tend a quality, licensed childcare or preschool.  As a result, many 
mothers and fathers have had the strength and perseverance to 
finish their college degrees while caring for young children.  This 
is an organization which works directly with needy people, un-
hampered by red tape! 
 

Envelopes in pews for Melodies of Compassion:  

The Mission’s Team has added small, sunshine yellow envelopes 
for any donations of cash or checks to Melodies of Compassion.  
We still want to hear the joyous sounds of your coins as they drop 
into the offering plate, but if you find you don’t have coins some 
Sunday -- just use the envelope!  


